MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Wednesday 16th April 2008 at 7.30pm.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Cllrs. Pennington, Joinson, Veasey, Webber, Palk, and Benney, Cllrs Mrs Cox, Clarke. 
ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk to the Parish Council David Eeles, and 58 members of the public.

APOLOGIES – Accepted from Cllr Danby

1 (apm.08). WELCOME
The Chairman of the Parish Council, Cllr Trevor Pennington, welcomed so many members of the public and Mr D. Incoll, Chief Executive of S. Hams District Council, to the meeting.

Mr Lionel Leek reminded those present that the minutes and agenda of every meeting were posted on the website www.marldondevon.org.uk.
2(apm.08)
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 24th April 2007 – Unanimously approved

4(apm.08) MATTERS ARISING – None

5(apm.08)
Guest Speaker- Mr David Incoll, Chief Executive, South Hams District Council

Mr Incoll spoke on the proposed Local Government Reorganisation being conducted by the boundaries Committee.
He outlined the timetable for the consultation process and said that in SHDC’s view parishes were the building blocks of local government.  The concept SHDC preferred was one of a community of interests rather than the outdated Travel To Work concept which would mean the expansion of Plymouth, Torbay and Exeter. Accordingly SHDC has proposed a Unitary authority combining the rural areas of South Hams, West Devon, Teignbridge and Dartmoor which had in common high quality environments, market towns, small and large villages, agriculture and tourism. The population of 258,000 and increasing would be bigger than Plymouth and therefore economically viable. (Nottingham 266.000; Stoke 240.00, Southampton 217,000). The Gov. expects the costs of the new authorities to fall and pay for the changes over a five year period. The current District Authorities were all top rated and surveys showed a high level of customer satisfaction
The Chairman thanked him for his talk and then invited questions from the floor.

Mr C  Bragagnolo asked if the small size of the Torbay unitary authority (130,000) meant that there would be pressure for it to expand.: Mr Incoll replied that the Boundaries Committee had initially said that the existing boundaries should only change if it made more sense for the rest of Devon, but appeared to have encouraged Torbay to go for the inclusion of Newton Abbot and Totnes and their hinterlands. Cllr Pennington said a Unitary Devon would be too big and remote with a population of 750,000.
Mr Wolgar reminded the meeting of the overwhelming vote against becoming part of the Torbay Principal Urban Area in 2003.

Mr Egan asked if change is inevitable. Mr Incoll said that this year we must play the ball in front of us, but after the recommendations of the committee had been made to the Secretary of State at the end of the year pressure could be bought to retain the status quo. Somerset had a referendum and 80% voted to retain the status quo.
Mr Niel asked if they ad to say how savings were going to be made:  Mr Incoll replied that 

The current proposals were only a rough outline but that Gov. would carry out a detailed financial assessment in selected cases

Mr Bragagnolo  asked what we can do; Cllr Pennington detailed the motions the Council had already passed.
Cllr Mrs Cox asked what the public consultation phase in July meant: Mr Incoll said there will be posters, forms and press and radio coverage so that individuals and parishes could express their views. Cllr Pennington noted that Prof. Chisholm had said the cost of converting to Unitary would be around £30m per unitary, or £1bn. for the country.
Mr Wolgar asked if he Council had a resolution and Cllr Pennington introduced the following resolutions:

Resolution 1

The annual Marldon Parish Meeting strongly opposes any possible proposals by the Boundary Committee of England to incorporate the Parish of Marldon into the Unitary Borough of Torbay whether under its current or any other title.

The meeting voted unanimously in favour of this resolution

Resolution 2

If the Boundary Committee recommends the abolition of two- tier Distict and County Councils in Devon, which the Marldon Annual Parish Meeting would deplore, then Marldon Annual Parish Meeting would only support a rural Unitary authority of South Devon and Dartmoor based on the existing boundaries of South Hams DC, East Devon DC and Teignbridge DC. Copies of these resolutions to be sent to Hazel Blears, Sec. of State and A. Steen MP and A. Sanders MP.
The meeting also voted unanimously in favour of this resolution

Mr Wolgar asked whether in view of the overwhelming vote a standard letter would be available for individuals to use- Cllr Pennington said this had already been done.

The Chairman thanked Mr Incoll again.
3(apm.08)    PARISH COUNCIL TREASURERS REPORT
Cllr Benney reported on the satisfactory state of the Parish Council bank balances 2007/8 and that the Council had managed to keep the increase in precept to only 1.4% increase, well below the rate of inflation. However considerable work had yet to be done on the new burial ground.
4(apm.08)    MARLDON LAND CHARITY REPORT  Cllr Joinson
Cllr Joinson’s report for 2008 included reference to the quarry where he thanked Mr May and Mr Chidlow for the help he had received in clearing two skips of dumped material in order to make this area, which was the responsibility of the Land Charity, suitable for renting.
5(apm.08)   COUNCIL REPORTS

Parish Council

The Chairman Cllr Pennington gave his report:
Elections were held in May 2007. Bob Hooper retired and June Spence passed away. Two new Councillors were elected- Max Danby and Bob Thorp. 

Main Issues 07/8

Parish Council tax increase for 08/9 was just 1.4% well below inflation. This represent an increase on Band D property of just 23 pence per annum bringing Parish Council tax up from £13-69p to £13.92p- the lowest increase of the 62 parish and town councils in the South Has. Councils of comparable size to Marldon have far higher council taxes- eg South Brent 334.69; Dartington £25-23- this was due to good housekeeping by the Council.

The extension to the Church yard burial ground in Church Hill- now in progress- has meant much hard work has been completed but there is more to be done- good work by Cllrs Joinson and Veasey who have been fronting this project- thanks also to farmer Dave Berlyn and Bryan Hingston who have assisted.
Work has been done on the new field at Five Lanes- the field has been cut back and tidied up and the deep trench by the gateway filled in. Thanks again to Dave Berlyn.

Thanks also to the Marldon Environment Group of volunteers for their unstinting work in keeping the Parish public footpaths up to scratch for the benefit of both locals and holidaymakers- thanks to Angela Cox for fronting this and to Robin Cox the team leader. Recent policies include measures to tackle flooding problems in Compton, in liaison with other statutory bodies- Cllr Palk is fronting this.
During the year the Council has been as busy as ever with the routine duties including planning applications, liaising with County Highways on road issues; keeping our three recreational fields in good order- Jubilee Field, Tor Field and Peters Field. Marldon is to be envied by having 4 recreational fields- far more than any other parishes I know of- all due to the efforts of the parish Councils of Marldon both past and present. 
In March Marldon PC convened and hosted a successful meeting of 16 Parish and Town Councils surrounding Torbay and hinterland to consider the governments’ instructions to examine local government re-organisation. A new consortium of S. Devon Parish Councils was formed and the meeting agreed to write to the Boundary Committee and inform them of 3 resolutions approved which were 1) no inclusion of any of the parishes in an enlarged Torbay; 2) if unitary status is foisted on us then support for a Rural S. Devon and Dartmoor Unitary comprising West Devon DC, S. Hams DC and Teignbridge DC; 3) deplore the short time scale laid down by the government for public consultation. Last week Marldon PC unanimously agreed similar resolutions- which have now been sent to the Boundary Committee and Hazel Blears. 
Finally thanks to all Parish Councillors for their unstinting efforts on behalf of the Marldon and Compton community throughout the year, voluntarily giving up their spare time and totally unpaid. Thanks to our conscientious Parish Clerk David Eeles and thanks to all the usual stalwarts who attend our monthly Parish Council meetings- we would welcome even more of you.
South Hams District Council report
District Cllr Pennington reported that Council Tax 08/9 increased by 4.44% = £5.62 or 11p a week bringing a band D property to £130-66p. S. Hams Council Tax is the lowest of all West Country District Councils. This has been achieved despite additional burdens imposed by central government without adequate increases in Government Revenue Support which was only increased to the District by a mere 1%- far less than the current rate of inflation. Additional burdens- the council now has responsibility for on-street parking enforcement from the police; licencing from magistrates; cost of local government review now in progress without any increased resources; extra costs of refuse collection due to re-cycling – S. Hams is the leading Authority in the country with 50% recycling. Refuse collection service is again undergoing re-organisation. 
S. Hams has 6 Corporate Priorities:

1. Affordable Housing- for local people at affordable levels
2. Good jobs and Economic Development- to create conditions for the growth and maintenance of quality economic activity.

3. Distinctive Environment- to retain this

4. Clean Environment

5. An Accessible Council

6. Value for money- to improve core services in a cost effective way. Council is streamlining a number of services working in partnership with West Devon and Teignbridge to integrate a number of services eg legal, procurement- a common purchasing strategy, pay roll, building control and others are being considered. 

7. The Local Govt. Framework now completely replaces the previous statutory local Plan-will be blueprint forth development in the District- no change in existing boundaries for development in Marldon.

County Council Report

County Cllr Pennington said he represented 11 Parishes up to Holne on the Moor. The County received £145m (71/2% increase in Revenue Support Grant) but that is still £48 per head of population less than shire counties. The Revenue Budget requirement is set at £450,767,824 and the increase is 3.9%. this would bring an increase on a Band D property of £40 pa ie to £1063 from £1023.
DCC to consider a concept for a unitary Devon wide council to submit to the Boundary Committee.

A new school for Dartington is in the capital programme for 08/9-cost £6.5m

Negotiations with Shaw Ltd are at an advanced stage for the outsourcing of Devon County residential elderly care homes.

Marldon Environment Group

Cllr Cox reported on these  activities:

I am very pleased to once more report on the work of Marldon Environment Group, now in its 14h year of being. For those of you who are not aware, the Group mainly carries out maintenance and other necessary work on our 20+ footpaths, bridleways and unmetalled roads we work via the Parish Paths Partnership scheme with DCC Rights of Way Dept. They provide a small grant each year, to cover costs such as tools if needed, , repairs to machinery and contractors if necessary. We as a group provide the labour. We work usually on one morning a week. I must however mention Mr Baggett and Mr Robin Cox who have attended to tasks such as the inside hedge of peters field, removing much litter, also removing a fallen tree and cutting low branches on another tree. Mr Baggett has also, among other jobs, cut back the verge nearest the dual carriageway on the bridleway. Robin removed glass from the 5-lanes underpass. They are due our thanks for these extra efforts.

Other volunteers include Dave and Gavin Berlyn, who, unasked, flail the village hedges when necessary each year for no reward. 

Future work includes the installation of a kissing gate next to the stone stile in F/p 5 as complaints have been received from walkers, especially following the John Musgrove Trail, that the stone sill is difficult to negotiate. Robin Cox is speaking to the landowner. 

Tree preservation orders have increased in number this last year, where S. Hams Tree Officers and myself, as Parish Tree Warden, have negotiated with residents old and new. Mr ray Harrington of Brockhurst Park and myself have collaborated regarding tree matters in that area and I thank him for his very helpful co-operation.  
Sales of parish maps, booklets and walks leaflets are ongoing, mainly via the post Office –thank you Pam and John, and we had a successful stall at the Apple Pie Fair with good sales, and lots of interest in our display. The best news is that our walks leaflets have now been updated and reprinted via South Hams District Council and are on sale at the Post Office, price 50p each The local Information Bureaux are hopefully buying a supply each from us, to sell on. 

Finally, a mention that Marldon is trying again, hopefully a bit harder, in the “Best Kept Village Competition”. I’ve contacted BT re the repainting of the ‘phone boxes, and cleaning them up. The bus shelter is down to us and really just keeping our own areas tidy- for instance the kind soul who has planted flowers in Love Lane by the sign post. If anyone cars to join a working party please let me know, and /or if you want to tryout the weekly MEG work we would be pleased to welcome you. 

Cllr Cox invited questions from the public and issues raised were noted for attention, including the wall in Ipplepen Road/ Kiln Cross which has encroaching weeds, slipways that have weeds (not allowed to use weedkiller any more), drain blocked in slipway into Parkfield Close, and various hedges that needed trimming.
5 (agm 5.08) THE FIELD AT FIVE LANES
Cllr Pennington prefaced opening discussion on this matter with the following points:
· The deed of covenant on the field specifies that it can only be used as a playing and residential field on behalf of the residents within Marldon

· The insurers have said “we are concerned with the possibility of ball games near the ring road and would require a full risk assessment”

· The safety officer for SHDC looked at the site and highlighted access and egress problems and asked how any prohibition on ball games would be policed, as there was a risk of vehicles beings truck.

· The legal dept. of S. Hams confirmed that the owners of the land would be liable for damages if a ball caused an accident on the roads as they owe a duty of care to road users where the event if foreseeable.

· The DAPC advised that the risk assessment must be seen clearly as the potential for accidents is high. Even if insurance is obtained the insured party must mitigate the risk. If an accident happened and the PC new of the risk but did nothing about it, then the insurance may not cover the event and individual councillors may be sued.
· ROSPA, who are the main authority for carrying out risk assessments, visited in March and their report said that any usage other than opening the site to walkers would be difficult and expensive. Fencing the site would require a mesh on the inner on the inner face; if ball games are envisaged 4m high fencing would be needed and this would be categorised as a high risk activity; access on the corner especially for vehicles would also be categorised as high risk.
· SHDC has designated the land as of great landscape value and when David Kenyon, SHDC Chief Planning officer, was consulted his opinion was that a fence of the height necessary for ball games would not be acceptable in an area of high amenity value and would be unlikely to have officer support.

The Chairman then called for ideas and comments from the public;

1. Mr Cowling of Vicarage Hill asked for the land to be left as grazing land as stable boxes would be easy to install and local horse owners would jump at the chance.

2. Mr Bragagnolo of Pembroke Park said the field looks a mess at the moment and wished to work with a sub-committee that might be set up
3. Mr Wolgar of Pembroke Park asked about the name of the meadow and proposed it should be Boundary Meadow. He felt the overwhelming number of people wanted the field to be used as an environmental area for people to walk in, and in a straw poll this was enthusiastically endorsed by many of those present.
4. Mr Egan recounted his time on the Council when he tried to deal with anti-social problems among young people, and felt the field could be used to provide facilities for them. He also called for a consultative/ working party to be set up.

The Chairman responded that it was not right to infer that we had no facilities for young people, there were three open spaces which was more than any other parish he dealt with. 
5. Mr Hazeldon suggested planting an orchard and grazing it with sheep, while allowing pedestrian access but not dogs
6. Mr Ecclestone of Pembroke Park had newly relocated to the area and wanted to keep the rural atmosphere which had attracted him to the area. He felt facilities such as a skateboard park would attract vandalism.
The Chairman mentioned that the Jubilee meadow could possibly be extended for a tennis court
7. Mr Harrington asked whether a fence would need or get planning permission

Cllr Cox said it would depend on what was put forward; the Chairman said the problems with a fence make things difficult and a planning application may be a waste of time

8. Mr Niel suggested a Leylandii hedge

9. Mrs Bailey said the size was not great enough for a football pitch and asked for a ballot but the chairman said no decision would be made that night.

10. Mr Noble of Pembroke Park said there should be something for older people not younger ones, as they were already well catered for. The land was not ideal for sporting activities with poor access especially for cars. He suggested landscape gardening, shrubs, trees, seating, walks, maybe swings and a sandpit for kids.

The Chairman confirmed that the Highway officers had said the existing access would not be acceptable.

11. Mr Eastley said insurance problems seemed to leave no option but for a park- trees and shrubbery

12. Mr Bragagnolo of Pembroke Park said that although he also was from the West Midlands he favoured using the field for a mini-football pitch for players under age 11 and was speaking on behalf of the football club.
13. Mr Wolgar said that the field was remote from housing and that children playing there unsupervised might be at risk; who was going to accept responsibility for kids just kicking a ball around?

14. Mrs Bailey said she was a parent and involved with the youth club- they did make use of the top field because they couldn’t use the meadow

15. Mr Egan quoted examples of recreational ball areas next to busy roads, but that it needed careful planning and to sit down with representatives from Pembroke Park.
16. Mr Jones of Poplar Drive asked if insurance is prohibitive who will supervise and be responsible.

17. Mr Bagehot was amazed that Mr Egan wants to take the risk and stressed the problem of security in such an area.

18. Mr Egan then suggested the area could be used as a remembrance area with trees planted in remembrance

19. Cllr Clarke proposed getting together all the groups in the village to discuss all possibilities. She did not feel sporting developments had been entirely ruled out by ROSPA

20. Mr Wolgar said that if the Council went against all the advice about developing the area they could be putting their own finances at risk.

21. Cllr Cox spoke in favour of a group getting together but it must be representative, and should be done through the Parish Council

22. Cllr Veasey said the land was purchase for the people of the village, but felt many clubs who might use it for organised games had members from outside Marldon

23. Mrs Bailey proposed taking up Cllr Cox’s suggestion, Cllr Thorpe said the village must get this right and praised the chairman for his efforts to establish the facts, and said that he would not be willing to put his “wealth” at risk.
At this point there were no further contributions from the floor or from Councillors and the Chairman declared the meeting closed
Signed………………………………………………………………………………………………….  2008


       ( JT Pennington. Chairman)

