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MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of special  meeting of Marldon Parish Council held on Tuesday 8-4-2008 at 7.15pm

MEMBERS PRESENT:


Cllrs:
Pennington; Benney;  Veasey; Joinson;  Mrs Clarke;  Danby
ALSO PRESENT:
2 members of the public

1
APOLOGIES 


Cllr Palk and Mrs Cox
2. LOCAL GOVERNMENT STRUCTURAL REVIEW
Members discussed the local Government Structural Review being conducted by the Boundary Committee. 
The under-mentioned resolutions proposed by Cllr Pennington and seconded by Cllr Benney were unanimously approved to be sent to the Boundary Committee;

Resolution 1

The council consider that it is both unacceptable and undemocratic that the local authorities and even more importantly the electors and people of Devon, have been given no opportunity in consultation to express to you concepts and options other than unitary options.

Resolution 2

Marldon Parish Council strongly supports the existing two-tier structure of District Councils and County Council in an “integrated” Devon, working in close partnership and harmony to achieve enhanced service, delivery and financial economies. This model is already working successfully within the three district councils of South Hams, Teignbridge and West Devon. Many further refinements and improvements are planned. Marldon Parish Council wishes this model to be upheld.
Resolution 3

If the above model is not your recommendation then Marldon Parish Council gives outline support to the principle of a Rural South Devon and Dartmoor Unitary as the Council’s preferred option, as recommended by South Hams District Council at their meeting on the 27th March 2008.

Resolution 4

Marldon Parish Council strongly urges the Boundary Committee NOT to invoke boundary changes which would entail the incorporation of the RURAL Parish of Marldon into an URBAN Torbay Unitary. As recently as July 2003 during the “examination in Public” of the Devon County Structure Plan 2001 to 2016, Torbay Borough Council attempted to incorporate the Parish of Marldon into the “Torbay Principal Urban Area”. The Report of the panel Chaired by Professor Stephen Crow, conclusively rejected the Torbay representations. In his conclusions paragraphs 12.18 and 12.19, he states- “In respect of Marldon, we heard evidence about the structure and character of the settlement  and much was made of its self-containment and lack of reliance on Torbay for many functions including education. Of most concern appeared to be implications for the identified gap between the two urban areas- the gap having several landscape designations already in existence. It is clear on the ground that Marldon is a separate settlement albeit located near to the principal urban area and on this basis we conclude that Marldon should not be identified as part of the Torbay principal urban area.”
Resolution 5

Marldon Parish Council deplores the short time-scale provided for Parish Councils to be involved in the “concept” stage of the Structural Review
Signed ……………………………………………………   ( Chairman Cllr. JT Pennington)
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