MARLDON PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman.  Cllr JT Pennington, 44 Moorview, Marldon, Paignton, TQ3 lPL
Clerk. David B Eeles, 54, Trumlands Road, St Marychurch, Torquay, TQ1 4RB

Tel. 01803 326095  E-mail:  Daveeeles@msn.com
14-6--07

GVA Grimley
10, Stratton Street

London

W1J 8JR

Dear Varun.
CONSULTATION re ST JOHN the BAPTIST CHURCH, MARLDON, TELECOMMUNICATION MAST PROPOSAL

The Parish Council considered your request for consultation at their meeting on 11th June, and this is their response:
The Parish Council wish to express their deep dissatisfaction at the response to their request for greater consultation prior to this meeting. Although you came and were able to speak about the non- health aspects of this proposal, an arranged visit to talk about the health aspects to the Council with Parishioners present by QS4 and T-mobile representatives at the Council meeting on 14th May, was cancelled at very short notice (4.00 pm on the afternoon of the meeting) leaving no time to inform the 40+ members of the public who came to the meeting expecting consultation to take place. The Parish Council was particularly surprised at the fact that QS4 had apparently seen fit to inform the Vicar well in advance that they would not be coming. This was seen as unprofessional and insulting behaviour towards the elected representatives and the villagers. You say in your letter that health and safety is at the very heart of the way QS4 and T-Mobile conduct their business, but this example shows this to be untrue. Many villagers, as well as the Council Members, are extremely worried about the health aspects of this proposal, and over 60 questions were handed in to the Chairman to be asked at the meeting. Despite being forwarded to QS4 these have remained unanswered, at the recent visit a representative said he had left replies in his car. Moreover the planned alternative, the “drop in” on Monday 11th, was totally unsatisfactory as a replacement. The timing, 4.30- 6.30 pm, was much shorter than originally promised, and many parishioners and Councillors were at work or travelling from work at this time. To compound this failing T-mobile representatives did not go to the evening meeting in the pub, again timed apparently to snub the Parish Council which was meeting at the same time. The upshot of all this was that many Councillors feel they have questions, particularly those of a technical nature, such as the strength of the signal, which they have been unable to gain answers on, so forcing them to vote on an issue without full information on the facts. Accordingly the Council feel they have not been properly consulted as required by paragraph 59 of the PPG8 document with which you should be familiar.
The Council passed the following resolution:

“ Marldon Parish Council is not inclined to agree to a mast in close proximity to:

a) a listed building

b) a protected policy area

c) a pre-school play group and play areas”

The Council asked for copies of this letter to be sent to the Vicar, the Secretary of the Parochial Parish Council, the Bishop of Exeter, QS4 and T-mobile as well as yourselves.
Yours sincerely
(David B Eeles)

Clerk to the Parish Council

Enc. 1 letter

